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diabetes mellitus care programs. Many diabetic patients are managed by primary care physicians
who use programs to improve quality of care. Despite multiple published descriptions of such
programs, an accurate profile of the economics of care has yet to be obtained. The objective of this
report is to describe the methodology of a randomized trial that will provide such information. The
economic analysis will measure the costs of physician care in the usual care and intervention groups.
Primary care physicians will provide primary diabetic care in both groups. Physician time and costs
will be collected for a 3-month period and will be analyzed as a total cost. The intervention will
include physician payment for providing care to diabetic patients in structured quality-improvement
programs. The study will measure the costs of physician time for laboratory tests, medications,
examinations, clinical consultations, and acute-care hospital admissions and will measure the impact
of the intervention on the cost of care of diabetic patients. From the physician's perspective, the
intervention will include cost of time and materials incurred in relation to quality-improvement
programs, such as laboratory tests, laboratory examinations, and clinical consultations. From the
third party's perspective, the intervention will include cost of laboratory and other tests,
medications, ambulatory visits, and acute-care hospital admissions. The study will also collect
information on health-care utilization, including the number and duration of hospitalizations, the
number of ambulatory visits, and sick leave, as well as provider time and costs.Q: How to get a value
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